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GEOGRAPHY

Directions:  Read the following passage and use it with what you already know to
answer the questions that follow.

THE SPENT FUEL CONTROVERSY

Once atomic fuel has been used for energy purposes, the remaining byproduct is
called “spent fuel.”  This highly radioactive and dangerous material presents a
significant danger to those nations that have it, and its disposal is a major con-
cern.

To generate revenue for itself, Russia has volunteered to receive spent fuel for a
price of $20 billion dollars.  The Russian Ministry of Atomic Energy, also known
as Minatom, wants spent fuel from around the world to be shipped to remote
regions in Siberia and stored for at least 40 years.  Russia has agreed that it will
never return spent fuel to its nation of origin.

The United States, a considerable producer of spent fuel, opposes Minatom on the
basis that plutonium can be derived from spent fuel.  Plutonium can be used in
nuclear weapons.  Environmentalists also oppose Minatom, claiming that spent fuel
storage could cause health problems and birth defects for Russians, and potentially
others, if spent fuel reaches the Arctic Ocean.

1 What is the least likely consequence of the
high levels of radiation contained in spent
fuel?

A decreased life expectancies in nations
with high exposure to it

B increased global famine resulting from
contaminated soil

C imbalanced ecosystems resulting from
plant life harmed by radiation

D increased probability of accidental
contamination in Siberia

2 What geographic resources does Russia
possess that allows it to make such an offer
to the world?

A an atmospheric environment that
naturally repels gaseous substances

B an abundance of rocky terrains and
undisturbed forests

C an abundance of uninhabited land

D an abundance of linking rivers and
streams
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3 Why would spent fuel reaching the Arctic
Ocean most likely be a concern for
nations in the Northern hemisphere?

A Water contaminated by radioactivity
could possibly reach their shores.

B A significant loss of revenue could
result from a decline in Arctic-related
business activity.

C Passage through important waterways
in the Northern hemisphere could be
hindered by oceanic pollution.

D They would be forced to increase
their dependency on the ocean as a
food supply source.

4 What is the most likely reason that other
nations would choose to support the
United States on this issue instead of
Russia?

A They are concerned about the growth
of the global economy.

B They are anxious to maintain their
friendship with Russia.

C They want to encourage Russia to
make political and economic
advances.

D They share the United States’
concerns about control of materials
used to build nuclear weapons.

5 How might the Russian economy further
benefit by extracting plutonium from the
spent fuel in its possession?

A It could conduct valuable scientific
research on the unusual properties of
plutonium.

B It could market plutonium as an
alternate energy source to oil dependent
nations.

C It could charge other nations additional
fees for the service of storing plutonium
until they need it.

D It could sell plutonium to nations
attempting to develop nuclear weapons
capabilities.
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HISTORY

Directions:  Read the following passage and use it with what you already know to
answer thequestions that follow.

MARSHALL PLAN

In the period immediately following World War II, Europe was ravaged by
destruction and hunger.  This left the continent vulnerable to exploitation by an
internal and external communist threat.  In a June 5, 1947, speech to the gradu-
ating class at Harvard University, Secretary of State George C. Marshall issued a
call for a comprehensive program to rebuild Europe.

Fanned by the fear of a communist expansion, in March 1948 Congress passed
the Economic Cooperation Act and approved funding that would eventually rise
to over $12 billion for the rebuilding of Western Europe.  The Marshall Plan has
been recognized as a great humanitarian effort, and Marshall became the only
general ever to receive a Nobel prize for peace.

16 Why did the Marshall Plan apply only to
Western Europe?

A Eastern Europe was under the control
of the Soviet Union.

B Western Europe was the only
battleground in World War II.

C George Marshall’s plan was intended
for Western Europe exclusively.

D United States companies had holdings
in Western Europe but not in Eastern
Europe.

17 Which of the following core democratic
values most  clearly supports the Marshall
Plan?

A Federalism

B Civilian Control of the Military

C The Common Good

D Truth
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18 The Marshall Plan was a reversal of
which previous foreign policy of the
United States?

A The Truman Doctrine

B Dollar Diplomacy

C Hawaiian annexation

D Isolationism

19 What was an intention of the Marshall
Plan?

A to reduce trade between the United
States and Europe

B to create a military partnership
between the United States and the
Soviet Union

C to prevent Soviet domination of
Western Europe

D to form an alliance between the
Soviet Union and Western Europe

20 Which of the following played a key role
in the passage of the Marshall Plan?

A The “Iron Curtain” descended upon
Eastern Europe.

B Communists led by Mao Tse-tung
secured control of China.

C The United Nations sent troops into
combat in Korea.

D Japan’s postwar economy began to
surge.
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COMMAND, MARKET, AND TRADITIONAL
ECONOMIC SYSTEMS

Nations determine their own economic systems.  Every nation’s economic system
has some unique characteristics.  Economists have placed these systems into three
groups.  They are: traditional economies, command economies, and market
economies.  Most nations have some combination of these three systems.

31 What economic system interferes the
most with the law of supply and
demand?

A market economy

B command economy

C mixed economy

D traditional economy

ECONOMICS

Directions:  Read the following passage and use it with what you already know to
answer the questions that follow.

32 What is one intended result of
government agencies which monitor
business practices in a market
economy?

A to protect domestic industries

B to establish production quotas

C to determine the distribution of
goods

D to protect the consumer
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33 Russia has attempted to move from a
command economy to a market
economy. What changes should they
experience?

A More workers will have jobs.

B More variety of goods will be
produced.

C More money will be available.

D More factories will be owned by
the government.

34 Without government regulation, what
does the law of supply and demand
determine?

A price

B profit

C quality

D taxes

35 Which of the following is NOT a
function of the government in a
command economy?

A regulating demand

B regulating supply

C regulating distribution

D regulating international trade
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INQUIRY

Directions:  Study the following table and graph and use them with what you
already know to answer the questions that follow.

 
Year 

Total United 
States Population* 

Population Over 
85 Years Old* 

1950 151,300,000    600,000 
1960 179,300,000    900,000 
1970 203,200,000 1,400,000 
1980 226,500,000 2,200,000 
1990 248,700,000 3,000,000 
2000 281,400,000 4,300,000 

 

AMERICA IS GETTING OLDER
Population of America, 1950–2000

* rounded to nearest 100,000
Source: U.S. Census Bureau

The following outline of a bar graph was drawn to help describe the data in the table above.
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41 What label should be used for the
vertical (y-axis) on the bar graph?

A Age of Current Population

B Percentage Over 85

C Population Over 85 in millions

D Years Data are Collected

42 What is the relationship shown in the
table?

A As time passes, there are fewer
people over 85 years old living in
America.

B As the total population in America
increases, the number over 85 years
of age also increases.

C As time passes, more people
in America retire at an earlier age.

D As the total population in America
increases, more people will retire by
age 85.

43 Given the trend shown in the bar graph,
how many Americans will be over 85
years old in 2010?

A       500,000

B    5,000,000

C 150,000,000

D 300,000,000

44 What title should be given to the overall bar
graph?

A America is Getting Older

B United States Census Bureau
Population Figures

C American Population 85 Years Old and
Over

D Total Population Growth in America,
1950–2000

45 What is the best  explanation for the change
over time shown in the population over 85
years old?

A increase in the overall population

B improvements in medical care

C increase of the retirement age

D decreases in the size of American
families
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INQUIRY AND DECISION MAKING

Directions:  Read the following inforation about a public policy issue.  Use it with what
you already know to complete the tasks that follow.  You should take about
20 minutes to complete both Task I and Task II.

POLITICAL CONTRIBUTORS

In recent years, donations to political candidates has grown exponentially. Some people are
concerned about these political contributors. Study the following information about political
contributors.

Part A

Party and Candidate Funds for Congressional and Presidential Races
First 18 months of 2000 election cycle

Hard money is given to individual candidates and is regulated by the Federal Election
Campaign Act (FECA).

Soft money describes political contributions to political parties that are not subject to the
legal limits of FECA.
Source: Publiccampaign.org

DATA SECTION
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DATA SECTION CONTINUED

Part B

Source: Publiccampaign.org

Part C

Source: Publiccampaign.org
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Task I: Interpreting Information

46 Study the information in Part B. Which of the following statements best describes the relationship
between the general election years from 1996 to 2000 and oil and gas industry donations to
Democrats? Be sure to mark your answer in your Answer Folder.

A Oil and gas industry donations to Democrats increased and then decreased.

B Oil and gas industry donations to Democrats decreased and then increased.

C Oil and gas industry donations to Democrats consistently increased.

D Oil and gas industry donations to Democrats consistently decreased.
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Task II: Taking a Stand

47 You will now take a stand on the following public policy issue: Should the United States Congress
pass a law that requires political candidates to release a list of all organizations that contrib-
ute over $100? You may either support or oppose a law requiring political candidates to release a list
of these contributors. Write a letter to your congressional representative.

You will be graded on the following criteria. Your letter must include

• a clear and supported statement of your position;

• supporting information using a Core Democratic Value of American constitutional
democracy;

• supporting knowledge from history, geography, civics (other than the Core Democratic
Values), or economics (it is not enough to state only your opinion);

• supporting information from the Data Section; and

• a credible argument someone with the opposite point of view could use and an explanation
that reveals the flaw in his or her argument.

Remember to: Use complete sentences.
Explain your reasons in detail.
Explain how the Core Democratic Value

you use connects to your position.
Write or print neatly on the lines provided

in your Answer Folder.

ANSWER THIS ITEM IN YOUR ANSWER FOLDER.

NOTHING WRITTEN IN THIS TEST BOOKLET WILL BE SCORED.
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Some Core Democratic Values of
American Constitutional Democracy
Core democratic values are the fundamental beliefs and constitutional
principles of American society.  These values unite all Americans.
They are expressed in the Declaration of Independence, the United
States Constitution, and other significant documents, speeches, and
writings of the nation.  Below is a list of some core democratic
values.  You may use any core democratic value to support your
position, including those not on this list.  Be sure to explain how
the value you choose supports the position you take.

Fundamental Beliefs
Life

Liberty
The Pursuit of Happiness
Public or Common Good

Justice
Equality
Diversity

Truth
Popular Sovereignty

Patriotism

Constitutional Principles
The Rule of Law

Separation of Powers
Representative Government

Checks and Balances
Individual Rights

Freedom of Religion
Federalism

Civilian Control of the Military




